LIQUOR CONTROL MINUTES
To:

Liquor Control Committee




Commissioner Dave Piepkorn



John Stibbe



Robert D Nelson




Scott Brekke
The Liquor Control Committee will be meeting on Wednesday September 20, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at City Hall, 225 4th Street North
Agenda items are:

1. Approve minutes of the August 16, 2023 regular meeting. 
Moved Brekke

Second Nelson 

Passed Unanimously 

2. Review Liquor Applications 
a. Chub’s Pub and Package Place, Inc. d/b/a Chub’s Pub located at 421 University Avenue North for a Class AB alcoholic beverage license transfer. Presented by Steve Sprague, ownership change, minor background issues from 1988.
Moved Nelson

Second Stibbe

Passed Unanimously

b. The 1889, LLC d/b/a The 1889 located at 602 Main Ave for a Class W alcoholic beverage license. Presented by Steve Sprague, wine only that does allow physical bar, no food sales. This is a new concept that will allow customers to prepare food at the location. No background issues. 
Moved Stibbe

Second Brekke

Passed Unanimously

c. The 40Fifty Lounge, LLC d/b/a The 40Fifty Lounge to be located at 2551 45th Street South, Suite 129 for a Class CW alcoholic beverage license. Presented by Steve Sprague, beer and wine that does allow physical bar, no food sales, no background issues. Upscale barbershop that will have a lounge for customers to enjoy before or after. Minors can come in for a haircut but are not allowed in the lounge area, the license does not include the barbershop area.  A haircut is not required. Nick Tunheim spoke in regards to the concept of this license. There will be a full time person staffed in the lounge. There is a partition between the barbershop and lounge which is required by the Barber Board. 
Moved Brekke

Second Stibbe

Passed Piepkorn, Stibbe, Brekke
No Nelson

d. Uncorked Lounge, LLC d/b/a/ Uncorked Lounge to be located at 2820 Uptown Way for a Class C alcoholic beverage license. Presented by Steve Sprague, this is a Class W license not a C. Wine only that does allow physical bar, no food requirements, no background issues. 
Moved Nelson

Second Stibbe

Passed Unanimously

e. Dami & Company, LLC d/b/a SOHO23 located at 1450 25th Street South for a Class GH alcoholic beverage license. Presented by Steve Sprague, Beer and Wine, no physical bar allowed, food required. This will be in the old Himalayan Yak location on 25th Street South. Bankruptcy 2009 and 2015, no other background issues. 
Moved Brekke
Second Nelson
Passed Unanimously

f. El Agave Mexican Restaurant, LLC d/b/a El Agave Mexican Restaurant, located at 2581 45th Street South for a Class FA alcohol beverage license. Presented by Steve Sprague, Full alcohol, with a bar, food sales required. Located in the old Famous Dave’s location. Background issues included a failed compliance check in 2022 and a DUI in Georgia in 2017. Sprague deferred to Captain Chris Helmick with the Police Department, because of the compliance failure in 2022 Chief Zibolski is recommending denial of this application. City Attorney Nancy Morris referred to the guidelines and stated that it would be the Board’s discretion to approve or deny. Nelson made the recommendation to continue to the next Liquor Control Board Meeting. Piepkorn asked to Steve to invite the applicant to that meeting. 
Moved Nelson
Second Brekke
Passed Unanimously

g. Summit Night Club d/b/a Cairo Restaurant and Nightclub located at 4554 7th Ave South for a Class FA alcoholic beverage license transferred from Johnny Carino’s. Presented by Steve Sprague, transfer of full alcohol, with physical bar, food sales required. Sprague did reach out to the applicant but was not able to get a hold of her to attend today’s meeting,he feels there may have been a communication issue in regards to this application. Chief Zibolski is recommending denial, Captain Chris Helmick stated that there was a conviction of shop lifting that was not included on the application, when she was questioned she stated that Steve Sprague told her she did not need to include it, the officer then spoke with Sprague and he said he did not give her that information. After numerous meetings with the applicant, Sprague feels it would be appropriate to have the applicant attend a meeting to answer questions. Recommendation to continue to next Liquor Control Board meeting.
Moved Nelson

Second Stibbe

Passed Unanimously

3. Police Department Monthly Report

a. General Report Captain Chris Helmick presented. In August there were 8 forms submitted SouthTown Pourhouse had 3 reports and The Windbreak had 2. 
4. Other Items
a. Other – Request to increase Class C and Class W licenses. Presented by Steve Sprague, last meeting he was asked to gather more information on the Class C and Class W licenses. After the meeting today there will no longer be either of these licenses available. Sprague would like to see 3 Class C and 3 Class W licenses added. Motion to direct the City Attorney to change the ordinance. 
Moved Brekke

Second Stibbe

Passed Unanimously 

b. Additional Z and B-Limited licenses – applications accepted until Oct 27. Presented by Steve Sprague, licenses will be accepted until October 27, 2023. 
c. De-Escalation Training – Canceled. Presented by Steve Sprague, the Green Dot Training does not seem to be the correct training for what the City needs. Sprague would like to go to the ND Safety Council and use their training. This is an in-person training that would cost $25.00 per person and they would need 100 people signed up for 2 sessions. 
Adjourned at 2:19pm

