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Read more and access fact sheets here: nphw.org/Themes-and-Facts  

https://www.nphw.org/Themes-and-Facts


MEASLES IN THE U.S.

• As of 3/28/24, 97 cases (total of 58 cases in all of 2023)

• 56% hospitalization rate; almost all un- or under-vaccinated 

Measles Cases and Outbreaks | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/cases-outbreaks.html


MEASLES IN THE U.S.

• Cases reported in 18 jurisdictions 

• 7 outbreaks (≥ 3 related cases) and 72% of cases (70 of 97) are outbreak-associated

• MMR vaccination coverage decreasing in U.S. kindergartners (total now < 95%) 

MMR Vaccine Coverage for Kindergartners by School Year



INCREASE IN INVASIVE SEROGROUP Y 
MENINGOCOCCAL DISEASE IN THE U.S.

• As of 3/25/24, 143 cases (422 cases reported in all of 2023 – 2nd highest since 

2014)



MENINGOCOCCAL DISEASE

• Rare, severe bacterial illness cased by Neisseria meningitidis  

• Causes meningitis (most often), can lead to bloodstream 
infection – can become life threatening within hours

• Case-fatality rate 10-15% (even with appropriate antibiotic 
treatment)

• Survivors may experience long-term effects (deafness, 
extremity amputation)

• 6 serotypes (A,B,C,W,X,Y) cause disease

• 4 circulate in the U.S. (B,C,W,Y)

• 2 U.S. vaccines cover A,C,W,Y and serogroup B – 
routinely recommended for adolescents and other high-
risk groups 



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PUBLIC 
HEALTH DEPARTMENTS

• Ensure healthcare providers are aware of increasing invasive meningococcal 

disease, particularly among people ages 30–60 years and African Americans.

• Submit all meningococcal isolates to CDC for whole-genome sequencing and 

antimicrobial susceptibility testing.

• Contact CDC at meningnet@cdc.gov with questions or concerns about 

increasing meningococcal disease cases or outbreak investigation or control 

measures.

mailto:meningnet@cdc.gov


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PUBLIC

• Seek medical attention immediately with symptoms of meningococcal disease:

• Meningitis:  fever, headache, stiff neck, nausea, vomiting, photophobia, altered mental 

status

• Bloodstream infection:  fever, chills, fatigue, vomiting, cold hands and feet, severe 

aches and pains, rapid breathing, diarrhea (in later stages, a dark purple rash)

• While symptoms can start out nonspecific, they worsen rapidly, and can become life-

threatening within hours

• Talk to your healthcare provider about meningococcal vaccines that may be 

recommended for you and your household or family members, including any 

recommended booster doses



New PBS 4-part documentary series with the message: 

“Public health saved your life today, and you didn’t even know it.”

You can watch here:  The Invisible Shield | PBS

https://www.pbs.org/show/the-invisible-shield/
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