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MAIN AVENUE RECONSTRUCTION, FARGO
MAIN AVENUE IN FARGO FROM THE RED RIVER TO UNIVERSITY DRIVE



Purpose of the Project

• To create an opportunity for an active and comfortable environment 
for pedestrians and mitigate system deficiencies with respect to ADA.

• To provide an efficient transportation corridor that will support 
regional and local vehicular travel needs.

• To replace worn out infrastructure.
• To contribute to an environment that encourages business activity, 

investment, and redevelopment that is fully integrated into the urban 
fabric of Downtown as envisioned by local plans.

• To continue to serve as 1 of 3 downtown corridors that provide a vital 
linkage to Moorhead.



Need for Project

• The need has been established through a number of studies and 
planning efforts beginning in 2013.

• Corridor study identified system deficiencies, such as narrow 
sidewalks, very limited on-street parking, and undeveloped/under-
utilized properties.

• The Fargo Downtown Master Plan, InFocus, recommends a significant 
transformation of the Main Ave corridor, including an improved 
pedestrian environment, a concept for a reduced lane scenario, and 
the redevelopment of many properties along the corridor. This is 
supported by an origin/destination analysis that demonstrated that 
the majority of traffic on Main Ave is local and not regional through 
traffic.



Commission Goals and Priorities

Items to consider today:

Roadway Characteristic What does that mean?

Vehicular Mobility Speed, Level of Congestion

Pedestrian Environment Walkability, Safety, Aesthetics

Placemaking and 
Economics

Infill, Redevelopment, Adaptive Reuse, 
Gateway & Community Aesthetics, Property 
Value



Project Build Alternatives
5

Name of Alternative Through Lanes Turn Lanes On-Street Parking

5-Lane 2 lanes westbound
2 lanes eastbound

Center TWLTL* Same as existing

4-Lane (2+1) 1 lane westbound
2 lanes eastbound

Center TWLTL* One side 

3-Lane 1 lane westbound
1 lane eastbound

Center TWLTL* Both sides

5-4-3 
Hybrid

5-Lane (University to 11th

St)
2 lanes westbound
2 lanes eastbound

Center TWLTL* None

4-Lane (9th St to 11th St) 2 lanes eastbound
1 lane westbound

Eastbound right turn lane at 9th Street 
Center TWLTL*

North side only

3-Lane (2nd St to 9th St) 1 lanes westbound
1 lanes eastbound

Center TWLTL* Both Sides

* TWLTL - two-way left turn lane



Summary of Findings

Roadway Characteristic No Build 5-Lane 4-Lane 3-Lane 5-4-3 
Hybrid

Vehicular Mobility

Pedestrian Environment

Placemaking and Economics

Optimal

Moderate

Poor



Recommendation from Public Works Committee

• 5-4-3 Hybrid Alternative the preferred alternative
• Show 3D animation

• Sub-Alternatives
• SA 2 – 8th Street Westbound Right Turn Lane (limited to 100’ max length)
• SA 3 – Broadway Westbound Right Turn Lane (limited to 100’ max length)
• SA 4 – 2nd Street Drop Lane

• Options
• Option 1 – Mid-block crossing east of 10th Street
• Option 2 – Pedestrian crossing west of 7th Street
• Option 4 – Roundabout at 2nd Street (with landscaping in the center of it)
• Option 5 – University Drive Counterflow
• Option 6A – 2nd Pan, Tilt, Zoom Traffic Camera
• Option 6B – 2nd Dynamic Messaging Sign



Sub-Alternative 2 – WB right turn lane at 8th St



Sub-Alternative 3-WB Right Turn Lane at Broadway



Sub-Alternative 4 & Option 4-Roundabout at 2nd St 



Options 1, 2 & 3 Ped Crossings/Landscaped Medians





Option 5 – University Drive Counterflow



Option 6A & 6B

• Traffic Surveillance Camera System – Upgrade the three existing 
cameras

• Dynamic Messaging Signs – Install two new signs with the project



Questions?

• SRF Consulting Group is present to answer any questions.



Recommended Motion:

• To select Alternative E, the 5-4-3 Hybrid, as the preferred 
alternative to construct, with Sub-Alternatives 2, 3 and 4, 
and Options 1, 2, 4, 5, 6A, 6B and a modified Option 3, 
which is including raised landscaped medians as part of 
Options 1 & 2, but not closing off the intersection at 7th 
Street.



END



Vehicular Mobility



2040 Vehicular Mobility

• The 5-lane and 2+1 with TWLTL alternatives are expected to 
provide sufficient peak hour capacity to meet the long-term needs 
for the entire corridor.

• The 3-Lane is expected to result in congestion during peak hours 
and beyond, particularly west of 9th Street. 

• The 5-4-3 Hybrid is expected to operate better than the 3-Lane due 
to more capacity west of 9th Street.  

• Additional considerations and enhancements could be 
incorporated to improve operations along Main Avenue.
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Counter-Flow Lane at University Drive



Roundabout at 2nd Street
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Related Improvements

• Parallel 
Corridor 
Improvements

• Access 
Management

• Improved 
signage

• Parking 
Restrictions 

• Dynamic 
Wayfinding



Pedestrian Environment



Sidewalk Widths 
Alternative Range of Width Parking Buffer?

North Side South Side

Existing (No Build) 4.2’ to 7.2’ 4.0’ to 14.5’ 1.5 Blocks

5-Lane 8.5’ to 9.0’ 6.5’ to 11.3’ 1.5 Blocks

4-Lane* 8.5’ to 11.2’ 6.5’ to 11.5’ One side (varies)

3-Lane* 8.5’ to 13.4’ 7.0’ to 19.6’ Yes, both sides

5-4-3 Hybrid*
(east of 9th St)

8.6’ to 13.4’ 8.4’ to 14.0’ Yes, both sides

5-4-3 Hybrid 
(west of 9th St)

8.7’ to 10.9’ 7.3’ to 10.7’ Yes, north side 
from 9th to 11th St.

* with Broadway & 8th St RT turn lanes



Crossing Distance
Alternative Crossing Distance in 

Crosswalk

Existing (No Build) 55’ to 74’*

5-Lane 58’ to 68’*

4-Lane 47’ to 68’*

3-Lane 36’ to 68’*

5-4-3 Hybrid 
(east of 9th St)

36’ to 68’*

5-4-3 Hybrid 
(west of 9th St)

N/A

*2nd St intersection: 
• Three lanes EB 
• Raised median
• Two lanes WB 5-Lane

4-Lane3-Lane



Placemaking & Economics



Development and Redevelopment Scenarios

• 5-Lane Scenario

• 3-Lane Scenario



Development and Redevelopment Scenarios

Block-by-Block Analysis

BLOCK I
 Three Lane Scenario: Similar 

to Downtown InFocus plan 
with mixed-use residential 
building that activates 
corner of Main/Broadway. 
Includes more pedestrian-
friendly amenities and 
sidewalk improvements

 Five-Lane Scenario: Remain 
as it is today



Main Avenue Vision from InFocus Plan



Economic Impact Analysis

Net Present Value of 
Tax Revenue 

• 20-Year Horizon
• 3 Lane - $29,382,583
• 5 Lane - $7,904,034

• 30-Year Horizon
• 3 Lane - $46,728,945
• 5 Lane - $14,319,910



Economic Impact Analysis

30-Year Job and Population Creation 

Population Creation Table

Job Creation Table



Parking, ROW, & Cost Comparison of Alternatives

Alternative Description Total Approximate 
Project Cost

B 5 Lane Section $12,624,828

C 3 Lane Section $13,049,109

D 4 Lane Section, 2+1 with TWLTL $13,246,087

E 5-4-3 Hybrid Concept $13,230,373



Commission Goals and Priorities

Thoughts on Priorities and Goals:
Roadway Characteristic What does that mean? No 

Build
5-Lane 4-Lane 3-Lane 5-4-3 

Hybrid

Vehicular Mobility Speed, Level of Congestion

Pedestrian Environment Walkability, Safety, Aesthetics

Placemaking and 
Economics

Infill, Redevelopment, Adaptive Reuse, 
Gateway & Community Aesthetics, 
Property Value



Next Steps

• Public Input Meeting
Tuesday, May 8, 4-6 PM

• Completion of Draft and Final 
Environmental Document

• Recommendation from City 
Commission in Early June

• NDDOT Decision Document will 
be reviewed and signed.
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