












































405.4 SMOKE DETECTION 

405.4.1 General. 

Smoke detectors shall be installed in dwelling units used for home day care operations. Detectors shall be 

installed in accordance with the approved manufacturer's instructions. If the current smoke detection 

system in the dwelling is not in compliance with the currently adopted code for smoke detection, it shall 

be upgraded to meet the currently adopted code requirements and Section B0103 before day care 

operations commence. 

405.4.2Power source. 

The detector shall emit a signal when the batteries are low. Wiring shall be permanent and without a 

disconnecting switch other than those required for overcurrent protection. Required smoke detectors 

shall be interconnected such that if one detector is activated, all detectors are activated. 

405.4.3 Location. 

A detector shall be located in each bedroom and any room that is to be used as a sleeping room, and 

centrally located in the corridor, hallway or area giving access to each separate sleeping area. Where the 

dwelling unit has more than one story, and in dwellings with basements, a detector shall be installed on 

each story and in the basement. In dwelling units where a story or basement is split into two or more 

levels. the smoke detector shall be installed on the upper level, except that where the lower level contains 

a sleeping area, a detector shall be installed on each level. Where sleeping rooms are on the upper level, 

the detector shall be placed at the ceiling of the upper level in close proximity to the stairway. In dwelling 

units where the ceiling height of a room open to the hallway serving the bedrooms or sleeping areas 

exceeds that of the hallway by 24 inches (610 mm) or more, smoke detectors shall be installed in the 

hallway and the adjacent room. Detectors shall sound an alarm audible in all sleeping areas of the dwelling 

unit in which they are located. 

David had a question on egress where you are requiring 2 exits - section 405.3 Does a standard 

residential property require 2 exits. Shawn replied that currently, yes, they do. For example, a house 

with a basement, you would have an egress window and the stairs and that would be two exits. We 

might run into it in older homes where the stairs might not meet the headroom space and they might 

need to do some things here and there to become compliant. They may even need to add an egress 

window. It is not special to just daycares we just needed to have a place to point to when speaking 

about daycares. 

Clay asked about egress too. In regards to the window for egress, does it have to be in the main area 

and then stairs for the second exit or can the window be in the bedroom and count towards egress. 

Shawn replied that if the bedroom has an egress window, our inspector's would probably feel 

comfortable enough for it to could towards the second means of egress. We need the primary egress of 

the stairs to have proper headroom and for those to not go through a bedroom. 

David asked what would happen if the bedroom has egress but that door is locked. Shawn stated it 

could not be locked during daycare hours. The state does come through and do their own inspections 

for daycares. They have a lot more requirements than we do and they would cover that. 
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