
Native American Commission meetings are broadcast live on cable channel TV Fargo 56 and can be seen live by video stream on 
www.FargoND.gov/streaming. They are rebroadcast each Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. and Thursday at 5:00 p.m.  

People with disabilities who plan to attend the meeting and need special accommodations should contact the Planning Office at 
701.241.1474. Please contact us at least 48 hours before the meeting to give our staff adequate time to make arrangements. 

Minutes are available on the City of Fargo Web site at http://fargond.gov/city-government/boards-commissions/native-american-
commission.  
 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Native American Commission 

FROM: Tia Braseth, Community Development Coordinator 

DATE: December 3, 2020 

SUBJECT: Fargo Native American Commission Meeting     

The next meeting of the Fargo Native American Commission will be held on Thursday, December 3, at 
12:00 p.m. as a virtual meeting. If you are not able to participate, please contact staff at 701.241.1474 
or Planning@FargoND.gov. Thank you. 

NATIVE AMERICAN COMMISSION 
Thursday, December 3, 2020 

Virtual Meeting 
AGENDA 

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Approve Agenda & Minutes Action Item 

3. Public Comment

4. City of Fargo Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Position Action Item 

5. NAC Member Vacancy

6. Old Business: Indigenous Association Update

7. Subcommittee Reports

8. Announcements

9. Staff Report

10. 2021 Calendar

11. Next Meeting – January 7, 2021

http://www.fargond.gov/streaming
http://fargond.gov/city-government/boards-commissions/native-american-commission
http://fargond.gov/city-government/boards-commissions/native-american-commission
mailto:Planning@FargoND.gov


M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Native American Commission 

FROM: Catlyn Christie, Assistant Planner 

DATE: November 30, 2020 

SUBJECT: Meeting Report 

Item 1. Welcome and Introductions 

Item 2. Approve Agenda & Minutes  
Chair King will seek a motion to approve or amend the agenda. 

Recommended Action: Approve the December 4, 2020 agenda.  
Recommended Action: Approve the minutes of the November 5, 2020 meeting. 

Item 3.  Public Comment – Citizens to be Heard 
Chair King will open the floor to public comment. Citizens who wish to address the Native 
American Commission must use the sign-in sheet. Speakers must state their name at the 
microphone and will be limited to two minutes. Comments should not contain profanity or 
personal attacks. At the chair’s discretion, an overall time limit may be placed on this agenda 
item. 

Item 4.  City of Fargo Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Position 
See attached memo. City administrators will present about the launch of this new position. 

Recommended Action: To support the development of the Director of Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DEI) position and to nominate and approve Commissioner ________ to serve on the 
selection committee.  

Item 5. NAC Member Vacancy  
See attached memo. Interested candidates are encouraged to apply before December 14. 

Item 6. Old Business: Indigenous Association Update  
A representative of the Indigenous Association will provide an update. 

Item 7. Subcommittee Reports  
The Chair of each subcommittee will provide a progress report and present any action items 
recommended by their subcommittee.  

Item 8. Announcements  
Chair King will open the floor to commission members for any announcements. 

Item 9. Staff Report 
See attachment. Chair King will open the floor to commission members for any questions or 
discussion related to the August staff update.  

Item 10. 2021 Calendar 
See attached calendar. No action is necessary. 



Item 11. Next Meeting – January 7, 2021 
Upon no further business, Chair King will adjourn the meeting. 



BOARD OF NATIVE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES 

Regular Meeting: Thursday, November 5, 2020 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Native American Commissioners of the City of 
Fargo, North Dakota, was held virtually in the Commission Chambers at City Hall at 
12:00 p.m., Thursday, November 5, 2020. 

The Native American Commissioners present or absent were as follows: 

Present: Lenore King, Rebecca Knutson, John Strand, Sonya Donahue, Anna 
Johnson, Chalsey Snyder, Whitney Fear, Heather Keeler 

Absent: Sharon White Bear 

Item 1. Welcome and Introductions 
Chair King opened the meeting in prayer, welcomed Members, and introductions were 
made.  

Item 2. Approve Order of Agenda & Minutes 
Member Snyder moved the Order of Agenda be approved. Second by Member Keeler. 
All Members present voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 

Member Snyder moved the minutes of the October 1, 2020 Native American 
Commission meeting be approved. Second by Member Johnson. All Members present 
voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 

Item 3. Public Comment 
No public comment was provided. 

Item 4: Presentation: Trenton Gerads, Cass Clay Community Land Trust 
Trenton Gerads, Executive Director for the Cass Clay Community Land Trust, provided 
a background of the Community Land Trust and an overview of how the process works 
for those needing assistance with home ownership. 

Discussion was held on applications, partners that are being worked with, other 
homeowner buying programs, if COVID-19 is affecting the process at all, and how to get 
the information out to the Native American community. 

Mr. Gerads noted that work is being done on a newsletter that will be available for 
distribution. 

Additional discussion was held on the difference between Habitat for Humanity and the 
Community Land Trust, how the two can collaborate in the future, the financial 
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qualifications, locations, and possible partnerships with the school districts to encourage 
trade work. 

Item 5. Old Business 
a. Indigenous Association Update
Member Snyder gave an overview of the Native Vote and Halloween Drive-thru events
that were held. She also added that a lease is being reviewed for a physical location for
the Association.

Member Fear shared that the two open Board positions are in the process of being 
filled. 

b. Indigenous Peoples’ Day Summary
Member King stated that the event held in conjunction with the Indigenous Association
went well. She noted the activities of the day will be posted on the Native American
Commission website.

Member Snyder shared that the live stream videos throughout the day were well 
viewed. 

Item 6. COVID-19 Update 
Member Fear stated that cases have been increasing and some cities do have mask 
mandates now. She noted the importance of taking this virus seriously and additionally 
provided an overview of the flu shot and encouraged all to get one. 

Item 7. Subcommittee Reports 
Member Snyder shared that the Education and Cultural Awareness Subcommittee has 
received a submission from North Dakota State University (NDSU) regarding the land 
acknowledgement statement. 

Laura Oster-Aaland and Tara Nelson spoke on behalf of NDSU presenting the final 
statement to the Board, reviewing the background, and shared a plan for how they 
intend to use the statement in the future. 

Member Snyder moved that the Native American Commission approve by a letter of 
support, the NDSU Land Acknowledgment Statement. Second be Member Johnson. All 
Members present voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 

There was no update from the Housing Subcommittee. 

Member Fear noted no updates from the Health and Wellness Subcommittee; however, 
she shared that the Gladys Ray Shelter has been doing work with the Old Police Station 
to be used this winter season for overflow. 
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Item 8. Announcements 
Member Snyder shared that the FM Caring Catalog goes live on November 24, and 
encouraged others to go to the FM Area Foundation website to donate. 

Chair King stated that on November 6 at 8:00 am, Food of the North will be holding an 
event on Native American Food Ways. More information can be found on their 
Facebook page. 

Thanks were extended to FM Indian Education for their wonderful help with Indigenous 
People Day, and special thanks to Melody and Darlene. 

Congratulations was extended to Member Keeler on being elected as the Minnesota 
State Representative for District 8. 

Member Keeler stated a lunch and learn will be held on November 9 at noon on why 
representation matters in education. Registration is through MState. 

Item 9. Staff Report 
The October Staff Report was included in the meeting packet. 

Item 10. Adjourn 
The time of adjournment was 1:00 p.m. 















 News Release 
 Contact:   City Commission Office 

   Phone:     701.241.1310 
   Email:      Commission@FargoND.gov 

Residents Encouraged to Apply to Serve on 
Fargo’s Native American Commission 

FARGO, N.D. (Nov. 19, 2020) – The City of Fargo has one opening on its Native American 
Commission. Residents are encouraged to apply for appointment by visiting 
http://fargond.gov/gettinginvolved.   

Applications will begin to be reviewed on December 14 and applying before that date is 
encouraged and appreciated. 

Name of Board:              Native American Commission 

Opening(s):     One (1) Commissioner 

Meeting Logistics:  First Thursday of each month at 12 p.m. 

Average Time Commitment:          One to ten (1-10) hours per month 

Responsibilities:

1. Develops recommendations for City of Fargo participation in Native American
projects/programs.

2. Investigates and records inventory of local Native American cultural assets.
3. Evaluates existing information on local Native American assets and needs.
4. Provides oversight to City-funded Native American projects, programs and facilities.

In addition to this opening, residents are encouraged to research and apply for appointment to 
any of the boards, commissions and committees for consideration in the event of future 
vacancies.    

- END -

Visit The City of Fargo on the web at www.FargoND.gov 

Item 5. NAC Member Vacancy

mailto:Commission@FargoND.gov
http://fargond.gov/gettinginvolved
http://www.fargond.gov/


M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Fargo Native American Commission 

FROM: Catlyn Christie, Assistant Planner 

DATE: November 30, 2020 

RE: November Staff Report   

This agenda item is an effort to summarize and memorialize issues, concerns, or staff action related to 
the work of the Native American Commission since the last meeting. During the meeting, the Chair may 
open for discussion or questions concerning these items.   

1. Local COVID-19 Response
Staff continues to support the Gladys Ray Shelter and Mobile Outreach staff as they set up a temporary
homeless quarantine and engagement center at the former downtown police station.  They began
sheltering people related to COVID needs in mid-November.  In addition, they are collaborating with
shelters to identify winter overflow needs and options as shelters are already reporting to be full.

Staff also continue to support and administer funds for several other supportive services, including 
housing and utility assistance, enhanced quarantine capacity at local shelters, and mobile outreach 
through Gladys Ray Shelter and Family HealthCare. If you know someone in need of assistance, call 
FirstLink at 2-1-1.  

2. Expanded Housing Payment Assistance
The City of Fargo has allocated both CDBG-CV and Red River Coronavirus Task Force funds to rental
and mortgage assistance. The assistance program is being carried out by Southeast North Dakota
Community Action Agency (SENDCAA) and Presentation Partners in Housing. Due to this new funding
source, this program is more flexible. If you or someone you know have been denied in the past for
rental assistance, please try again as the screening questions have changed. Tenants can dial the
FirstLink hotline by calling 2-1-1.

In addition, the City of Fargo Planning Department has launched a rental assistance program to assist 
tenants who have past due rent and fees. The program is administered by the City of Fargo and the 
Red River Valley COVID-19 Task Force and is available to anyone in Cass County, North Dakota. The 
program aims to assist tenants at risk of eviction due to past rent debts and fees. More information can 
be found online at https://fargond.gov/city-government/departments/planning-development/programs-
incentives/landlord-tenant-program or by contacting the Planning Department at 701-241-1474. 

3. HUD CDBG & HOME Funds
The City received over 30 applications in response to its recent Notice of Funding Availability Request
for Proposals. This year, funding will be heavily focused on COVID-19 response. A draft of the City’s
2020 Action Plans and the 2020-2024 Consolidated Annual Action Plan is anticipated to be available
for public comment in the next month.

4. Human Relations Commission – Increase in Members
At its September 17, 2020 meeting, the HRC voted to increase its membership from nine (9) to
eleven (11) members. Planning staff are coordinating with the City Attorney on the City
Commission amendment process. The initial receive and file motion for the ordinance was passed

https://fargond.gov/city-government/departments/planning-development/programs-incentives/landlord-tenant-program
https://fargond.gov/city-government/departments/planning-development/programs-incentives/landlord-tenant-program


4-1 at the October 19 City Commission meeting. The first reading is scheduled at the November 16
meeting, with final passage anticipated at the November 30 meeting.
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