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F IREA R M 
INJ URY 

INCIDE N C E IN  
K IDS  

INCRE A SE D 
DURIN G 

PANDE MI C  

During first 21 months of 
pandemic, the number of 
U.S. children injured by 
firearms increased > 50%

From 04/2020 – 12/2021, 
at least 2,759 children ≤ 17 
years were treated for gun-
related injuries



“Firearm injuries are the leading cause of injury-related death for US 
children and increased societal violence during the COVID-19 

pandemic, including mass shooting events, has sparked renewed 
public attention toward this public health crisis.”  – authors of 

analysis published in JAMA Pediatrics 



Increased Homicide 
Rates for U.S. 

Children

New CDC data shows, in 2020, U.S. child 
homicide rates rose 28% from 2.2 per 
100,000 to 2.8 per 100,000

Homicide is the leading cause of death in 
American kids. This is different from 
comparable developed countries where 
leading causes of death are things like 
cancer, motor vehicle accidents and other 
illnesses / injuries. 

Since 2018, gun homicides involving 
children increased > 73% with black 
communities being disproportionately 
affected.  



U.S. Flu Activity 
Remains High But 
Slowing Down in 

Areas

CDC data suggest flu season starting to slow in 
certain parts of the U.S. 

Only 7 states not reporting very high or high 
virus activity 

So far this season: 

• 15 million flu cases 
• 9,300 flu-related deaths; 30 pediatric deaths 
• 150,000 hospitalizations 
Last week, flu hospitalizations decreased 10% 
compared to prior week (cumulative 
hospitalization rate remains higher than past 
decade)



N.D. Flu Rates 



COVID-19 Update 
Worldwide WHO dashboard, as of 12/20/22:

- 650 million cumulative cases 

- 6.65 million deaths

- Global weekly incidence remained relatively stable 
(increased 4.8%)

In U.S., CDC reports: 

- 99.7 million cumulative cases

- 1.08 million deaths 

- weekly incidence stable 

- Omicron BQ.1.1 (38%) and BQ.1 (31%) represent 
the most dominant subvariants in the U.S.
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