


CDC Weekly U.S. Influenza Surveillance Report 
(Key Updates for Week 46, ending 11/19/22)

• Seasonal flu activity elevated across the country

• 78% of flu A subtyped are H3N2; 22% H1N1

• 5 new pediatric flu-associated deaths; 12 total this season

• So far this flu season: 
• > 6.2 million illnesses

• 53,000 hospitalizations 

• 2900 influenza deaths 

• Cumulative hospitalization rate higher than any week 46 rates since 2010-
2011 season 

• Majority of flu viruses tested are antigenically similar to viruses included in 
the current vaccine 



H3N2 Variant Causing Severe Flu in Kids 
& Older Adults

• H3N2 flu variant is dominant this season affecting 

some groups more severely 
• Seasons with more H3N2 strains historically have meant 

more severe flu seasons (longer duration, more children

and elderly affected or with severe disease)

• Percentages currently highest in: 
• Alabama, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, Washington DC

• Public health recs: 
• Stay home when sick, frequent hand washing, cover coughs / sneezes, 

consider wearing a facemask in crowded indoor spaces 





USDA Proposes 
Increased WIC Funds 
for fresh produce

1. USDA wants to permanently increase # of 

vouchers under WIC Supplemental 

Nutrition Program for fresh fruits and 

vegetables while reducing allocation for 

things like juice and dairy products

2. The changes would also increase access 

to wider variety of grains and nondairy 

options



Rising RSV Rates Nationally and Statewide



RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) 

• Common seasonal respiratory virus 

• Typically causes mild cold-like symptoms and

most people recover in 1-2 weeks 

• More serious illness in infants and older adults 

• In infants < 1, most common cause of bronchiolitis (inflamed 

small airways in lungs) and pneumonia 

• Each year in U.S., there are an estimated 58,000-80,000 RSV 

hospitalizations for kids < 5 





Pfizer to Seek FDA 
Approval for RSV 
Vaccine This Year 

• Maternal RSV vaccine given to pregnant 

mothers to protect newborns during first few 

months of life 

• 81.8% efficacy against severe RSV illness in 

infants 0-90 days old; 69.4% efficacy for 1st 6 

months of life 

• Vaccine well tolerated with no safety 

concerns for moms or babies 
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