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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Tuesday, December 17, 2024 | 9:00AM 

City Commission Chambers 
AGENDA 

 
 

1. Approve Minutes – August 27, 2024 

2. New Business 

a. Variance Request – 3459 39th Street South 

i. The request at 3459 39th Street South, if granted, would allow a new slab 
on grade accessory structure to be constructed at a lower elevation than 
would otherwise be required by the City’s Floodproofing Code, as 
referenced by Article 21-06 of the Fargo Municipal Code. 
 

3. 2025 Meeting Dates 

4. Other Business 

5. Adjourn – Next Meeting: January 28, 2025 

 

 

http://www.fargond.gov/
http://www.fargond.gov/streaming


BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
MINUTES 

 
Regular Meeting:  Tuesday, August 27, 2024 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Adjustment of the City of Fargo, North Dakota, 
was held in the Commission Chambers at City Hall at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, August 27, 
2024. 
 
The Members present or absent were as follows: 
 
Present: Deb Wendel-Daub, Matthew Boreen, Michael Love, Michael Orth, Marcia 

Pulczinski, John Gunkelman (Alternate) 
 
Absent: None 
 
Chair Love called the meeting to order. 
 
Item 1: Approval of Minutes:  Regular Meeting of May 28, 2024 
Member Boreen moved the minutes of the May 28, 2024 Board of Adjustment meeting 
be approved. Second by Member Wendel-Daub. All Members present voted aye and 
the motion was declared carried.   
  
Item 2:  New Business 

a. Variance Request  2213 7th Avenue North 
The request at 2213 7th Avenue North, if granted, would allow a new slab on 
grade accessory structure to be constructed at a lower elevation than would 

21-06 of the Fargo Municipal Code.  
 
Planning Coordinator Kim Citrowske presented the staff report and overview of the 
request. 
 
Jody Bertrand, spoke on behalf of the Engineering Department, and reviewed the 
Floodproofing Code Standards. 
 
Discussion was held on FEMA requirements. 
 
Member Wendel-Daub moved the findings of staff be accepted and the variance be 
approved as requested. Second by Member Pulczinski. Upon call of the roll Members 
Wendel-Daub, Boreen, Pulczinski, Orth, and Love voted aye and the motion was 
declared carried. 
 

b. Variance Request  2301 Lilac Lane North 
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The request at 2301 Lilac Lane North, if granted, would allow an attached garage 
to encroach in the required front setback in the SR-2, Single-Dwelling Residential 
zoning district as outlined in 20-05 of Fargo Municipal Code. 
 
Ms. Citrowske presented the staff report and reviewed the criteria used during staff
analysis of the application. She stated staff is recommending denial, as the review 
criteria (a) and (c) have not been met. 
 
Discussion was held on alternative design options. 
 
Applicant Andrew Schefter spoke on behalf of the application. 
 
Discussion continued on the tree size, and setback averaging. 
  
Melissa Gaulrapp, spoke on behalf of the Inspections Department. 
 
Additional discussion was held on historic precedence, the setback of the other property 
on that side of the street, setback averaging, and alternate designs. 
 
Member Boreen moved the findings of staff be denied and the variance be approved 
with the condition that the subject property match the existing setback of the adjacent 
property to the north at 2311 Lilac Lane. Second by Member Wendel-Daub. 
 
Further discussion was held on elevations, and clarification that setbacks are measured 
between property line and primary structure foundation wall. 
 
Member Pulczinski moved to amend the motion that the roof overhang of the addition 
be commensurate with the existing roof overhangs of the building. Second my Member 
Orth. Upon call of the roll Members Pulczinski, Orth, Wendel-Daub, Boreen, and Love 
voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 
 
Upon call of the roll for the amended original motion, Members Orth, Boreen, Pulczinski, 
Wendel-Daub, and Love voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 
 
Item 3: Other Business 
No other business was presented. 
 
Item 4: Adjournment: Next Meeting September 24, 2024 
Member Wendel-Daub moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:21 a.m. Second by Member 
Boreen. All Members present voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 
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Proposed Variance Information: 
(Attach additional pages, if needed)
 
Please list all Flood Plain Management standards for which you are seeking a variance (e.g. elevation of 

lowest opening, fill adjacent to building, floodproof construction standards). 

 
 
 
 
Please describe difference between the standard(s) and the proposed variation (e.g. The standard would 

require a lowest opening elevation of 901.5 ft. and my project would propose a lowest opening elevation of 900.7 ft.). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please explain your project, describing why you are requesting a variance and why you believe a 
variance is justified. Along with your project description, please include a site plan/diagram with 
dimensions.                                                                                                                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please explain how failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional hardship.                                                                                                                             
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Considerations for Approval: 

Please explain how your requested variance satisfies the following considerations, pursuant to Section 
21-0603 of the Fargo Municipal Code: (Attach additional pages, if needed.) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

a. The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others; 

b. The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage;  

c. The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the effect of such 
damage on the individual owners;  

d. The importance of the services provided by the proposed facility to the community;  

e. The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable;  

f. The availability of alternative locations for the proposed use which are not subject to flooding or 
erosion damage;  

g. The compatibility of the proposed use with the existing and anticipated development;  
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h. The relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan and floodplain management 
program for that area;  

i. The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency vehicles;  

j. The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment transport of the flood waters 
and the effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site; and,  

k. The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions, including 
maintenance and repair of public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water 
systems, streets and bridges.  



Proposed Variance Information:

Flood Plain Management Standard for Which Variance is Being Requested:

We are seeking a variance for the elevation of the lowest opening of the proposed 
impact on site drainage.

F
Elevations: Elevations:

  
/ 6”

(906.6 (0. / ”

 
  

(  ”

The standard for the lowest opening elevation is determined by the 
Surface Elevation Inundation  Base Flood Elevation 

  

906.6 907.8. 

The proposed project would provide a lowest opening elevation of 907.3
approximately 6   

The 
proposed 

Granting this 
waiver will ensure proper drainage away from the proposed structure.

of the building in 
the southeast corner

the 

overall drainage of the site.

 

The building was planned as a future phase alongside the construction of the 



building construction.

Previous plans assumed that 
construction requirements

 
that this provision applies only to residential accessory structures. 

additional grading studies to re-align drainage. 

 

studies to ensure proper drainage. This would disrupt the existing site layout and 
cause additional expenses. 

 

Considerations for Approval: 

 

to surrounding properties. 

 

ensuring minimal risk. 

 

is just 6 inches 

 



community:

The proposed facility will serve as essential storage for materials and 
primary 

business and facilities. The facility will contribute to the local economy by 

 

existing infrastructure.

development:

The proposed development is compatible with surrounding industrial uses and 
zoned . The intended use would be no more intensive than 

overall development. 

management program for that area:

The project is in alignment with the comprehensive plan and supports the 
ultimately maintaining a low- -

residential use above known s.

vehicles:



and distance from 
 

infrastructure in place to minimize maintenance and repair costs. No plumbing 
is proposed for this building and would not have an impact on sanitary services. 

 





















M E M O R A N D U M

TO: ALL DEPARTMENTS

FROM: ALBERT GIBSON, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

DATE: OCTOBER 21, 2024

SUBJECT: 2025 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING SCHEDULE

Listed below are the Board of Adjustment meeting dates for the calendar year 2025.

2025 Meeting Schedule

Board of Adjustment Meetings

January 28

February 25

March 25

April 22

May 27

June 24

July 22

August 26

September 23

October 28

November 25

*December 16

* Date change due to the Christmas Holiday.

Board of Adjustment meetings will be held the
4th Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in the

Commission Chambers at City Hall.
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