
 
Human Relations Commission meetings are broadcast live on cable channel TV Fargo 56 and can be seen live by 
video stream on www.cityoffargo.com/streaming. They are rebroadcast each Thursday at 12:00 p.m.  
 
People with disabilities who plan to attend the meeting and need special accommodations should contact the Planning 
Office at 241-1474 or TDD at 241-8258. Please contact us at least 48 hours before the meeting to give our staff 
adequate time to make arrangements. 
 
Minutes are available on the City of Fargo Web site at www.cityoffargo.com/humanrelations. 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: Fargo Human Relations Commission 
 
FROM: Willard Yellow Bird, Cultural Planner, Community Development 
 
DATE: May 22, 2017 
 
RE: Human Relations Commission Meeting  
 
The next meeting of the Fargo Human Relations Commission will be held on Tuesday, 
May 23, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. in the City Commission Room at Fargo City Hall. If you are 
not able to attend, please contact staff at 241-1474 or planning@cityoffargo.com. 
 
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 10:30 a.m. 

City Commission Room 
AGENDA 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. Approve Agenda & Minutes  

3. Public Comment 

4. Budget Requests 

5. Police Picnic: Booth Ideas and Staffing 

6. MLK Committee 

7. Tyrone Grandstrand – What Works Cities 

8. Public Relations Campaign Update  

9. Supporting Fundraising for the African Drought 

10. Hate Speech Response Committee Update 

a. General Statement for Release 

11. New HRC Commissioner Recommendations 

http://www.cityoffargo.com/streaming
http://www.cityoffargo.com/humanrelations
mailto:planning@cityoffargo.com
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12. HB1427 Update 

13. Welcoming Week Interactive Update 

14. Other Business and Announcements 

15. Adjourn 

http://www.cityoffargo.com/streaming
http://www.cityoffargo.com/humanrelations


 BOARD OF HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSIONERS  
MINUTES 

 
Regular Meeting:   Thursday:    March 16, 2017 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Human Relations Commissioners of the City of Fargo, 
North Dakota, was held in the City Commission Room at City Hall at  
12:00 o’clock p.m., Thursday, March 16, 2017. 
 

The Human Relations Commissioners present or absent were as follows: 
 

Present:  Keith Bjornson, Rachel Hoffman, Timothy Stone, Barry Nelson,  
Paul Jensen, Laetitia Hellerud 

 

Absent:  Abdiwali Sharif-Abdinasir, David Lanpher, Tanya RedRoad, Hassan Lamba 

 

Also present: Kara Gloe, Esther Saavedra, Commissioner John Strand 

 
Item 1. Welcome and Introductions 
Chair Hoffman welcomed Members to the meeting and introductions were made. 
 
Item 2.  Approve Agenda & Minutes: Regular Meeting February 16, 2017 
Mr. Bjornson moved the Order of Agenda and the minutes of the February 16, 2017 
Human Relations Commission meeting be approved. Second by Mr. Nelson. All Members 
present voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 
 
Item 3. Speaker: Meg Luther Lindholm – The World in Fargo Moorhead 
Meg Lindholm, Independent Radio/Multimedia Producer, presented the 
photography/storytelling project she has been working on, noting it focuses on people 
who were not born in the United States that live in the Fargo-Moorhead area. She stated 
they are always looking for volunteers. 
 
Item 4.  Public Comment 
No public comments were made. 
 
Item 5.  Budget Requests 
The following funding requests were reviewed: 
 

1) Community Action Partnership of North Dakota - funding request for $1,000 
 
It was noted the Fargo Human Relations Commission Executive Committee recommends 
approval of $150. 
 
Mr. Jensen moved the funding request be approved for $150. Second by Mr. Bjornson. 
All Members present voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 
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2) Metro Area Mayors Committee for People with Disabilities – funding request for 
$125 

 
It was noted that up to $250 has already been approved in accordance with the 
anticipated, recurring sponsorships that were approved with the annual budget. 
 
Item 6. Election for Vice Chair 
Chair Hoffman stated that Ms. RedRoad is no longer able to be on the Executive 
Committee or be Vice Chair. Mr. Jensen volunteered to be the Vice Chair.  
 
Mr. Bjornson moved to nominate Paul Jensen as Human Relations Commission Vice 
Chair. Second by Mr. Nelson. All Members present voted aye and the motion was 
declared carried. 
 
Item 7.  Public Relations Campaign Update 
Mr. Jensen stated that he and Ms. Gloe met with Martin  
Fredrick who has agreed to help with some pro bono ad design work. 
 
Item 8.  HRC Members’ Terms 
Chair Hoffman stated the terms for Mr. Lanpher, Mr. Nelson, and herself are up in July. 
Mr. Nelson stated that he would be willing to be reappointed. Ms. Hoffman also 
volunteered to be reappointed. Ms. Gloe will check in with Mr. Lanpher, and will forward 
the reappointment recommendations to the Mayor. 
 
Item 9.  New American Working Group Presentation to City Commission 
Mr. Nelson updated the Board on the brown bag presentation the working group will make 
to the City Commission. He noted the presentation will be on April 13 at noon. Chair 
Hoffman stated there will not be a regularly scheduled April meeting. She encouraged 
Members to put both this presentation and the Mayor’s lunch on their calendars. 
 
Item 10. Hate Speech Response Committee Update 
Mr. Nelson stated the subcommittee has not met; however, the North Dakota Human 
Rights Coalition and Afro American Development Association have received a grant to 
work on a hate speech project. Mr. Nelson added that he sees the Fargo Human Relations 
Commission as being vital to that project. 
 
Item 11.  Other Business and Announcements 
Freedom Resource Center is holding its 6th Annual Appreciation Luncheon on Tuesday, 
May 9, 2017 from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Delta by Marriott (formerly Ramada Plaza 
Hotel). Mr. Bjornson requested Board Members pencil this event in and he will send out 
updates. 
 
Mr. Nelson shared that HB1427 was hoghoused, noting it will be heard by the Political 
Subdivisions Committee in the Senate tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. He said the language of 
the study looks at only costs and not benefits, which is still a concern to opponents of the 
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bill. He added people are going to Bismarck to address the Political Subdivisions 
Committee, noting he will continue to share information about the progress of this bill. 
 
Item 12. Adjourn 



HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION SPONSORSHIPS
PROPOSED BUDGET 2017

MLK Day 1 5,000

Recurring/Anticipated Sponsorships 8 3,950

Welcoming Week 1 2,500

Sponsorship Applications TBD 3,125
Administration (placques, name tags, etc.) TBD 500

Total $15,075

MLK DAY
EXPENSE AMOUNT TOTAL SPENT TOTAL REMAINING

Awards

Fargo Theater

Performers (2/3)

Forum Ads

RECURRING SPONSORSHIPS
ORGANIZTION/EVENT ANTICIPATED SPONSORSHIP ACTUAL SPONSORSHIP DATE APPROVED STATUS

ND HRC 200

PRIDE Celebration 500 500 5/10/2017

Pangea 500

Metro Mayor's Disability Luncheon 500 125 3/16/2017 Paid

FM Women's Network--New Leadership Institute 500

Night to Unite 250

Fargo Police Department Picnic 500

Freedom Resource Center 500
LSS Building Bridges 500 500 2/16/2017

Total $3,950 $1,125

SPONSORSHIP APPLICATIONS
ORGANIZATION/EVENT AMOUNT ASKED AMOUNT GIVEN DATE APPROVED STATUS

Community Action Partnership 1000 150 3/16/2017 Paid

Bonazaville 400

Group Think 500

The North Dakota Human Rights Film & Arts Festival 500

Total $2,400 $150

Total Budget Amount Remaining $13,800

Sponsorship Application Budget Remaining $2,975







Fargo Human Relations Commission fund application 
All Nations Community Celebration – August 6, 2017 

 

Golden Ridge Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and has been in existence for many decades in its current location.  Membership and 

attendance has decreased in numbers to the point that the leadership has made a decision to 

offer the facility to the community as a gathering place for people of all faiths and all cultures.  

Currently the structure houses its regular congregation, and in addition has opened its doors to  

Tri City Haitian Ministries, and Full Joy Gospel International congregation, which is led by two 

Ethiopian pastors. 

Other groups are holding events in the church.  Legacy Children's Foundation works with young 

people at risk for dropping out of school Mondays through Fridays in the church, with 

additional evening and weekend activities.  They purchased the church parsonage and run their 

overall program from that structure next to the church. 

A food pantry for serves all people from the garage behind the former parsonage.  Sylvan 

Learning Center assists children with tutoring.  Summer meals are provided in the church for 

neighborhood children ages 0-18 and run by the YMCA.  People from many nations plan, plant, 

cultivate and harvest from the community garden near the church. 

The All Nations Community Celebration has had two successful summer gatherings with more 

than 300 people coming each year for an ethnic potluck, bouncy houses, children and adult 

activities, multi-cultural performances, free popcorn, shaved ice, all beef hot 

dogs/buns/chips/beverages in addition to the potluck.  The fire and police departments have 

been present, including the K9 Unit.  Giveaways are also part of the event.  No fees have been 

charged for any of the events.  Everything as part of this event has been donated through 

private donations and small grants. 

As the planning committee evaluated the first two years, they decided to focus more 

intentionally on interactive activities to bring people together in teams - old fashioned three-

legged races, rope pull, basketball shooting competition, parachute, and other games.   The 

multi-ethnic entertainment will be expanded on our rented stage.  Dakota Carriage will give 

horse and wagon rides, as well as bringing their barrel train and petting zoo.  These are all new 

attractions this year. 

Publicity will center on door-to-door handouts, publicity at local events, ads, and attempts at 

local media presence once again (haven't been successful with getting coverage so far!).   

 



 Volunteers will be provided from the church, Legacy Foundation (which also loans us their 

international flags to be placed around the property), as well as neighborhood members and 

friends. 

We expect the most inclusive and diverse All Nations Community Celebration ever and would 

appreciate the Fargo Human Relations Commission becoming part of this overall experience. 

 

Budget for All Nations Community Celebration:   

 Projected expenses: 

 Two bouncy houses:   $500 

 Dakota Carriage:  Horse drawn wagon, petting zoo, barrel train - $750 

 Rentals:  Stage, popcorn machine and ingredients, shaved ice machine and syrups - $350 

 Food:  Seeking donations of all beef hot dogs, buns, chips, condiments, beverages - In kind 

donations 

 Sound service:  in kind donation 

 Publicity: Printing, ads, other - $350 

 Contingency:  for cost of unknown other rentals, such as portable basketball hoop, 

miscellaneous craft items to be purchased - $300 

 Projected expenses:  $2250 

 

 Projected income: 

 Golden Ridge Lutheran Church:  $1500 

 Thrivent Financial Action Team Grant:  $250 

Fargo Human Relations Commission if granted:  $500   

 Projected income:  $2250 

(In kind food and other donations valued at $300) 











   

CITY OF FARGO 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

Sponsorship Application 
 
Please complete this application to apply for City of Fargo Human Relations Commission sponsorship 
funds.  You may be contacted by City staff if additional information is required. 

The Fargo Human Relations Commission (FHRC) assists in funding events that fit within its mission to 
encourage acceptance and respect for diversity and eliminate discrimination.  If the FHRC commits funds to an 
event, it should be listed as a sponsor in all publicity.  The FHRC will consider written funding requests monthly, 
with a deadline of the 15th of each month, and will make decisions with consideration of budget constraints and 
already established budget line items.  If you would like more information about the FHRC sponsorships, please 
contact Nate Bailly, Planner at 701-476-6751 or nbailly@cityoffrargo.com.   

 

ORGANIZATION NAME:   __ GROUP THINK ___________________________ 

 
PROGRAM/PROJECT NAME: GROUP THINK Monthly Community Conversations___ 

 
DATE SUBMITTED: __4/2/17_______________________________________ 
 
AMOUNT REQUESTED   $_500.00______________ 
 
PLEASE ATTACH A PROJECT SUMMARY, INCLUDING A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE 
FUNDS WILL BE USED FOR (on the back of this page or on another sheet)   
 
 
BASIC INFORMATION:  
 
Address:  FM Area Foundation, 409 7th St. S., Fargo, ND 58102 

Contact Name:  Cali Anicha / Karis Thompson   Phone:  701.367.3818 / 651.353.5001 

Fax:  N/A   E-mail:  c.mcdonaldmorken@ndsu.edu / karisjthompson@gmail.com 

Legal structure of organization (ex. non-profit or for-profit, 501(c)(3), etc.): GROUP THINK is a 
community project with fiscal agent – Fargo-Moorhead Area Foundation. 

Mission and Actions (In one or two sentences, what are you planning to do?  Please attach additional 
information if applicable)   

In brief, GROUP THINK connects thoughtful, civic-minded, community members interested in 

opportunities for expansive conversations that support all participants in navigating divergent points 

of view and interacting across difference.   Our overall intentions are in alignment with the mission of 

the Fargo Human Relations Commission - to promote acceptance and respect for a diversity of 

persons and perspectives, and to thereby eliminate discrimination that arises from hardened hearts 

and inflexible viewpoints.  

 
 

mailto:nbailly@cityoffrargo.com
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PROJECT SUMMARY, INCLUDING A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE FUNDS WILL BE 
USED FOR 
 

GROUP THINK offers a monthly platform for current at-stake conversations with the intention of 

moving away from polarized/polarizing discussions and toward conversations that honor and explore 

the myriad broad and complex concerns that impact our communities every day.  The all-volunteer 

GROUP THINK planning team begins by creating an event/space that is deliberately designed to 

engage a plurality of perspectives in order to provide avenues for community-connected leaders to 

meet, to discuss amicably and candidly a variety of views, and to manifest social change through the 

relationships developed in those exchanges.  During each monthly gathering we employ a fast-paced 

format eliciting the insight, experience and curiosity of everyone in the room by intentionally blurring 

the roles of speaker / audience via the following structure: 20 MINUTES of thoughtful conversation 

between two speakers (conversationalists), followed by 20 MINUTES of Q&A and discussion as a 

whole group, then 20 MINUTES of conversation at tables.  FHRC funding would be used to defray 

the costs of facilities, name tags, and light refreshments served to support an atmosphere of shared 

humanity and social exchange (average expenses for each monthly event are $250 depending on 

number of RSVPs received prior to the gathering).   
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CITY OF FARGO 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

Sponsorship Application 
 
Please complete this application to apply for City of Fargo Human Relations Commission sponsorship 
funds.  You may be contacted by City staff if additional information is required. 

The Fargo Human Relations Commission (FHRC) assists in funding events that fit within its mission to 
encourage acceptance, respect for diversity and eliminate discrimination. If the FHRC commits funds to an 
event, it should be listed as a sponsor in all publicity. The FHRC will consider written funding requests monthly, 
with a deadline of the 28th of each month. Applications must include an event budget or detailed description of 
how funds will be used. While, on average, funding is provided in the amount of $500 or less, all appropriate 
funding requests will be reviewed with consideration of FHRC budget constraints and established line items. If 
you would like more information about the FHRC sponsorships, please contact Willard Yellow Bird Jr., Cultural 
Planner, at 701-476-4116 or wyellowbird@cityoffargo.com.  
 

ORGANIZATION NAME:   The Human Family 
 
PROGRAM/PROJECT NAME: The North Dakota Human Rights Film & Arts Festival 
 
DATE SUBMITTED: 4/27/2017 
 
AMOUNT REQUESTED   $500 
 
PLEASE ATTACH A PROJECT SUMMARY, INCLUDING A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE 
FUNDS WILL BE USED FOR (on the back of this page or on another sheet)   
 
 
BASIC INFORMATION:  
 
Address: 5622 36th St. S. Ste. B., Fargo, ND 58104-6788 

Contact Name:  Sean Coffman Phone: (937) 999-7772 (Cell & Text) 

Fax:  N/A E-mail:  sean@ndhrff.org 

Legal structure of organization (ex. non-profit or for-profit, 501(c)(3), etc.)  501(c)(3) 

Mission and Actions (What are you planning to do?  Please attach additional information if applicable)   

The mission of the ND Human Rights Film and Arts Festival is to engage, educate and facilitate 
discussion around local and world-wide human rights topics through the work of filmmakers and artist. 
2017 is the inaugural year for both festivals. The film festival will take place on November 16 and 17, 
2017, at the Fargo Theater. The arts festival and exhibition will open on November 13, 2017 at the Spirit 
Room in downtown Fargo, and run through January 4, 2018. An Artist Reception and Awards Ceremony 
will take place at the Spirit Room on November 18, following the North Dakota Human Rights Coalition 
Human Rights Summit. 

(continued) 
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To date, high quality films have been submitted from filmmakers in the United States (including a 
student work from MSUM), Italy, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Israel, Kiev, Syria, Iraq, Iran, and 
Nepal. The festival has quickly become international in scope. 

 
In addition to submitted films (which will be viewed by a Jury of volunteers for awards selection), two 
headline films will be solicited to be played at the Festival. On Thursday evening, our goal is to have a 
film and panel discussion about the continuing immigration and refugee discussion. On Friday night, our 
goal is to have a film and panel discussion relating to tribal nations and rights of indigenous people. 

 

The funds received from the Human Relations Commission are intended be used to: (A) Help offset the 
cost of the theater rental ($200); (B) Help offset the cost of the awards ceremony and arts reception, 
including award purchases ($200); and (C) Assistance with promotion work (fliers, newspaper 
advertising, social media advertising ($100). The Festival is happy, however, to modify the use of the 
funds in any way the Commission prefer.  

 

If funding is provided, the Festival would be honored to list the Fargo Human Relations Commission as 
a sponsor on the festival website (www.ndhrff.org) and on all future printed and visual materials created 
for the festival. 

 

 
 





 
 

CITY OF FARGO 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

Sponsorship Application 
 
Please complete this application to apply for City of Fargo Human Relations Commission sponsorship 
funds.  You may be contacted by City staff if additional information is required. 

The Fargo Human Relations Commission (FHRC) assists in funding events that fit within its mission to 
encourage acceptance, respect for diversity and eliminate discrimination. If the FHRC commits funds to an 
event, it should be listed as a sponsor in all publicity. The FHRC will consider written funding requests monthly, 
with a deadline of the 28​th​ of each month. Applications must include an event budget or detailed description of 
how funds will be used. While, on average, funding is provided in the amount of $500 or less, all appropriate 
funding requests will be reviewed with consideration of FHRC budget constraints and established line items. If 
you would like more information about the FHRC sponsorships, please contact Willard Yellow Bird Jr., Cultural 
Planner, at 701-476-4116 or wyellowbird@cityoffargo.com.  

 

ORGANIZATION NAME:   _Fargo-Moorhead Pride/Pride Collective & Community 
Center_ 
 
PROGRAM/PROJECT NAME: ____Fargo-Moorhead Pride______________ 
 
DATE SUBMITTED: ___May 9, 2017_________________________________ 
 
AMOUNT REQUESTED (requests generally should not exceed $200, though higher 
amounts can be considered when appropriate):  $_500_______ 
 
PLEASE ATTACH A PROJECT SUMMARY, INCLUDING A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE 
FUNDS WILL BE USED FOR​ (on the back of this page or on another sheet)  
 
BASIC INFORMATION:  
 
Address:  _Mailing - PO Box 941 Fargo, ND 58107.  Physical - 1105 1​st​ Ave S, Fargo, ND 
58103_____ 

Contact Name:  _Joshua A. Boschee, Co-Chair_ Phone:_701-367-3513_______ 

Fax:  _______________________________ E-mail: 
__joshua.boschee@yahoo.com______________ 

Legal structure of organization (ex. non-profit or for-profit, 501(c)(3), etc.)  _501(c)3____________ 

 



 

Mission and Actions (In one or two sentences, what are you planning to do?  Please attach additional 
information if applicable)  

Fargo Moorhead Pride is in it’s 17​th​ year of celebrating the accomplishments of the local and regional 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community.  The sponsorship provided by the Fargo HRC is 
dedicated to support the annual Pride in the Park, which is scheduled for Saturday, August 13th from 
11-4 pm at Island Park in downtown Fargo and is an opportunity for local community organizations, 
businesses, education institutions, service agencies and vendors to promote their programs and 
services to the LGBT community and their allies. 
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News Release 

 

Contact:  Willard Yellow Bird, Cultural Planner 

Phone:    (701) 476-4116 

 
Statement from the Fargo Human Rights Commission on Hate Speech 

 
Fargo, N.D. (Dec. 16, 2016) – The Fargo Human Relations Commission is concerned by the recent 

incident of hate speech found within graffiti inside of a local parking ramp. The Commission 

declares that hate speech and other such intolerance have no place in the City of Fargo.  

 

The Commission declares the City of Fargo to be a welcoming city that celebrates and promotes 

diversity and preserves and respects the safety and dignity of all its citizens. The Commission 

commits to handle any further such incidents with the urgency that they require and will work with 

local law enforcement to ensure that perpetrators of such acts are appropriately punished. 

 

The Human Relations Commission is dedicated to its mission to: 

 Measure and monitor community relations and civil rights issues. 

 Educate the community on civil rights. 

 Encourage adherence to federal and state civil rights laws. 

 

We call upon the citizens of Fargo to hold its residents accountable for any acts that serve to divide 

or diminish the harmony of our great city. If you witness a hate crime or incident, please report it 

to both the Human Relations Commission at (701) 476-4116 and the Fargo Police Department at 

(701) 241-1437. 

- END - 

 
 

Visit the City of Fargo on the web at www.cityoffargo.com 

http://www.cityoffargo.com/



