
 
Human Relations Commission meetings are broadcast live on cable channel TV Fargo 56 and can be seen live by 
video stream on www.cityoffargo.com/streaming. They are rebroadcast each Thursday at 12:00 p.m.  
 
People with disabilities who plan to attend the meeting and need special accommodations should contact the Planning 
Office at 241-1474 or TDD at 241-8258. Please contact us at least 48 hours before the meeting to give our staff 
adequate time to make arrangements. 
 
Minutes are available on the City of Fargo Web site at www.cityoffargo.com/humanrelations. 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: Fargo Human Relations Commission 
 
FROM: Willard Yellow Bird, Cultural Planner, Community Development 
 
DATE: March 13, 2017 
 
RE: Human Relations Commission Meeting  
 
The next meeting of the Fargo Human Relations Commission will be held on Thursday, 
March 16, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. in the City Commission Room at Fargo City Hall. If you 
are not able to attend, please contact staff at 241-1474 or planning@cityoffargo.com. 
 
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 
Thursday, March 16, 2017 12:00 p.m. 

City Commission Room 
AGENDA 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. Approve Agenda & Minutes  

3. Speaker: Meg Luther Lindholm – The World in Fargo Moorhead 

4. Public Comment 

5. Budget Requests 

6. Election for Vice Chair 

7. Public Relations Campaign Update 

8. HRC Members’ Terms 

9. New American Working Group Presentation to City Commission 

10. Hate Speech Response Committee Update 

11. Other Business and Announcements 

12. Adjourn 

http://www.cityoffargo.com/streaming
http://www.cityoffargo.com/humanrelations
mailto:planning@cityoffargo.com


BOARD OF HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES 

 
Regular Meeting:                                 Thursday:                           February 16, 2017: 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Human Relations Commissioners of the City of 
Fargo, North Dakota, was held in the City Commission Room at City Hall at  
12:00 o’clock p.m., Thursday, February 16, 2017. 
 
The Human Relations Commissioners present or absent were as follows: 
 
Present:  Rachel Hoffman, Abdiwali Sharif-Abdinasir, Barry Nelson,  

Keith Bjornson, Paul Jensen, David Lanpher, Laetitia Hellerud 
 
Absent:  Tanya RedRoad, Hassan Lamba 
 
Also Present: Willard Yellow Bird, Kara Gloe, Commissioner John Strand, Esther 

Saavedra, Dan Mahli, Vince Kempf (Fargo Police) 
 
Item 1.  Welcome and Introductions 
Chair Hoffman welcomed Members to the meeting and introduction were made.  
 
Item 2.  Approve Order of Agenda & Minutes: Regular Meeting December 15, 
2016  
Mr. Lanpher moved the Order of Agenda and the minutes of the December 15, 2016 
Human Relations Commission meeting be approved. Second by Mr. Nelson. All 
Members present voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 
  
Item 3.  2017 Budget Approval 
Chair Hoffman presented the proposed 2017 budget, noting the budget includes a 
breakdown of recurring, anticipated sponsorships the Board reviews for approval each 
year as well as funds to be used for additional requests. 
 
Mr. Nelson moved to approve the intent of the proposed budget. Second by  
Mr. Lanpher. All Members present voted aye and the motion was declared carried. 
 
Budget Requests 
The following funding requests were reviewed: 
 

1) Community Action Partnership of North Dakota – Regions 8 and 10 Community 
Action Conference funding request for $1,000 

 
Board Members decided to delay a decision to approve this funding request until more 
information is received on what the funding would go towards. 
 



Human Relations Commission 
February 16, 2017 

2) Lutheran Social Services funding request for $1,000 to assist with costs of the 
Building Bridges Conference on March 28-29, 2017 

 
Chair Hoffman noted that $500 has already been approved in accordance with the 
anticipated, recurring sponsorships that were approved with the annual budget. Board 
Members declined to approve an increase in this request up to $1,000, since it is still 
early in the year. 
 
Item 4.  Public Comment (12:10) 
No public comments were made. 
 
Item 5.  Hate Speech Response Update Committee 
Chair Hoffman requested volunteers to form a sub group to work on revising the “Hate 
Speech Response Plan”. Mr. Nelson and Mr. Lanpher agreed to be part of that group.  
 
Item 6.  Legislative Statements 
Chair Hoffman presented the legislative statements previously approved by the Human 
Relations Commission for HB1427 and HB1386. Ultimately, HB1427 converted to a 
study of the refugee resettlement program costs. The House of Representatives 
approved the study, without the proposed amendment to add the benefits, in addition to 
the costs of the program. HB1386 did not pass the House of Representatives.  
 
Item 7. Immediate Response Plan 
Chair Hoffman asked the Board if the immediate response plan used to create and 
release the above statements worked for Board Members. Mr. Nelson stated he 
believes having an immediate response plan is important, as many issues are time 
sensitive. Mr. Lanpher stated the procedure is fine, as long as the Board stays 
compliant with open meeting requirements.  
 
Item 8. New American Working Group Presentation to City Commission 
Mr. Nelson informed the Board of the options available to the working group for 
presenting to the City Commission. After much discussion, the Board decided it would 
be best to choose a later presentation date to ensure all key players could attend. As 
such, the Board decided to delay approval of the written report portion of the 
presentation to the City Commission. 
 
Item 9. Executive Committee New Member 
Chair Hoffman explained the time commitment of the Executive Committee, noting 
plans to revise the leadership roles, and requested volunteers. Mr. Jensen volunteered 
to serve on this committee.  
 
Item 10. Other Business and Announcements 
Mr. Jensen recommended a public relations campaign that would include billboards and 
other visuals to demonstrate commonality of our community, despite political 
divisiveness. He asked how the Board could fund the campaign. In response, Chair 
Hoffman stated that the Board could collaborate with nonprofits.  
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February 16, 2017 

Community Development Administrator Dan Mahli pointed out that billboards are in the 
City’s right-of-way, the City has a television channel, and the City owns buses. He 
added these avenues are available to the Human Relations Commission, but require 
planning. He further suggested the possibility of creating a communications 
subcommittee.  
 
Discussion was held regarding the campaign’s efforts to further the work of the Human 
Relations Commission, in addition to helping various groups of marginalized people.  
 
Mr. Bjornson stated that he has initiated an e-mail with several City officials regarding 
access issues for people with mobility impairments. 
 
Mr. Nelson stated the North Dakota Human Rights Coalition (NDHRC) received a grant 
to develop a hate crimes response team; collect data on hate crimes; and create a 
“Know Your Rights” campaign. He added the period for this project is six months and 
the NDHRC would like to work with the Human Relations Commission as they go 
forward. 
 
Cultural Planner Willard Yellow Bird read a thank you note from FM Pride Collective.  
 
Community Development Assistant Kara Gloe pointed out a piece of the packet 
regarding a project being done at Concordia College called Narrative 4 Story Exchange. 
She stated the project is looking for participants. Ms. Gloe noted she will forward the  
e-mail regarding this project to the group. 
 
Mr. Yellow Bird informed the group of a talk by his brother, Michael Yellow Bird, about 
Decolonizing Water which will be held at the Plains Art Museum from 6 p.m.–7 p.m. 
tonight. In addition, he is giving a talk on Native American History and Values at the 
First Congregation United Church from 7 p.m.–8:30 p.m. tonight. 
 
Item 11.  Adjourn 
The time at adjournment was 1:02 p.m.  



Updated February 2016   

CITY OF FARGO 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 
 

Sponsorship Application 
 
Please complete this application to apply for City of Fargo Human Relations Commission sponsorship 
funds.  You may be contacted by City staff if additional information is required. 

The Fargo Human Relations Commission (FHRC) assists in funding events that fit within its mission to 
encourage acceptance, respect for diversity and eliminate discrimination. If the FHRC commits funds to an 
event, it should be listed as a sponsor in all publicity. The FHRC will consider written funding requests monthly, 
with a deadline of the 28th of each month. Applications must include an event budget or detailed description of 
how funds will be used. While, on average, funding is provided in the amount of $500 or less, all appropriate 
funding requests will be reviewed with consideration of FHRC budget constraints and established line items. If 
you would like more information about the FHRC sponsorships, please contact Willard Yellow Bird Jr., Cultural 
Planner, at 701-476-4116 or wyellowbird@cityoffargo.com.  

 

ORGANIZATION NAME:   _____________________________________________ 
 
PROGRAM/PROJECT NAME: __________________________________________ 
 
DATE SUBMITTED: __________________________________________________ 
 
AMOUNT REQUESTED   $_______________ 
 
PLEASE ATTACH A PROJECT SUMMARY, INCLUDING A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE 
FUNDS WILL BE USED FOR (on the back of this page or on another sheet)   
 
 
BASIC INFORMATION:  
 
Address:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name:  _______________________________________ Phone: ______________________ 

Fax:  _______________________________ E-mail:  _______________________________________ 

Legal structure of organization (ex. non-profit or for-profit, 501(c)(3), etc.)  _______________________ 

Mission and Actions (What are you planning to do?  Please attach additional information if applicable)   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wyellowbird@cityoffargo.com






Good Afternoon Kara, 
Thank you for your email. We would be happy to provide a more detailed explanation. Funds from the 
City of Fargo would be used to fund the conference track Innovative Strategies to Address Poverty and 
Homelessness. A gold sponsorship of $1,000 would make City of Fargo would be the sponsor of the 
track, and funds would be used to purchase educational materials, and costs associated with space for 
sponsorship of three sessions: Fair Housing for Individuals with criminal records, Alternative Justice 
efforts by Fargo PD and Fargo Outreach, and Efforts to Reduce Homelessness in Fargo with Gladys Ray 
Executive Director and FM Homeless Coalition staff.  
 
Please let me know if you have further questions or if I can send any more information. 
Thank you! 
 

Sarah Hasbargen, MSW, LCSW  | Assistant Director 

 
Community Action Partnership of ND 
3233 University Drive South 
Fargo, ND 58104 
 
Tel: 701-232-2452 
Fax: 701-298-3115 
www.capnd.org 
 

 
 
 

www.capnd.org
http://www.capnd.org/news-events/2017-conference/about.html






 

 

HRC Members     Term Expires 

 

Rachel Hoffman        07-01-17    

David Lanpher        07-01-17    

Barry Nelson        07-01-17    

Keith Bjornson        07-01-18    

Hassan Lamba        07-01-18    

Timothy Stone        07-01-18    

Tanya RedRoad        07-01-19    

Abdiwali Sharif-Abdinasir      07-01-19    

Laetitia Hellerud        07-01-19    

Paul Jensen         07-01-19 


	ORGANIZATION NAME: Community Action Partnership of North Dakota
	PROGRAMPROJECT NAME: Regions 8 & 10 Community Action Conference 
	DATE SUBMITTED: February 2, 2017
	undefined: 1,000
	Address: 3233 S. University Drive, Fargo, ND 58104
	Contact Name: Andrea Olson
	Phone: 701-232-2452
	Fax: 701-298-3115
	Email: andreao@capnd.org
	Legal structure of organization ex nonprofit or forprofit 501c3 etc: non-profit, 501(c)3
	Mission and Actions What are you planning to do Please attach additional information if applicable: We will be hosting the Regions 8 and 10 Community Action Conference on May 16-18, 2017 in Fargo which includes the states of: ND, SD, MT, CO, UT, WY, AK, OR, WA, and ID.  We anticipate 250 attendees from all aspects of Community Action: Executive Directors, Case Managers, Weatherization Crew, etc.  Our four National Partners will also be in attendance. All the information is attached and can also be found here:https://capnd-org.presencehost.net/news-events/2017-conference/sponsors-exhibitors.html
There are three levels of sponsorship available:
Gold ($1,000) - Sponsorship includes exhibit space and admittance to conference activities, admittance of one additional organization representative, logo link on conference webpage, all e-communications prior to conference, logo and organization name in conference brochure, logo and organization name displayed during general sessions, and sponsor recognition during open/close events.
Silver ($500)- Sponsorship includes logo link on conference webpage and all e-communications prior to conference, logo and organization name in conference brochure.
Bronze ($150) - Sponsorship includes all e-communications prior to conference and organization name in conference brochure.


